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19 Oct   Zoom talk by Angela Mukhopadhyay “First Fleet of Convict 
Ships to Australia from Portsmouth” 
 

 
 Angela gave a splendid talk 
setting out the political and social 
background leading to the 
decision for the project, the 
preparations for the voyage and 
the trip itself. It is amazing that it 
succeeded at all! 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting a penal colony in Australia seemed very attractive following Cook’s voyages to 
map the New World. The decision  was also prompted by the loss of colonies to send 
convicts after the American War of Independence and the growing fear of unrest and 
plague emanating from the over burdened prison hulks anchored offshore. Joseph 
Banks, who had accompanied Cook, suggested Botany Bay was a suitable site, airily 
describing it as “terra nullius” (nobody’s land) By 1786 it was agreed the penal colony 
was to be established at Botany Bay and Capt. Arthur Phillip was instructed to command 
the fleet and be the Government designate for New South Wales. 
 
Angela described the enormous preparations to bring together 11 ships to form the fleet, 
the difficulties of gradually getting all the convicts to Spithead and the endless lists of 
equipment and food supplies needed for the venture.  The First Fleet sailed from 
Portsmouth on 13 May 1787 and arrived at Botany Bay eight months later, on 18 
January 1788. Governor Arthur Phillip 
rejected Botany Bay choosing instead 
Port Jackson, to the north, as the site 
for the new colony. They arrived there 
on 26 January 1788 with between 750-
780 convicts and around 550 crew, 
soldiers and family members.  

 



Angela finished her talk with reference to the works of art created to remember the First 
Fleet, the valour of Capt. Arthur Phillip and the links established between Australia and 
Portsmouth. 

 

 

Monument to HMS Sirius 
of the First Fleet at 
Gunwharf Quays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonds of Friendship in 
Australia. Where is the twin of 
this sculpture in Portsmouth? 

 
 
I know we all really enjoyed the 
afternoon. I can also recommend 
“The Transports” an album of 
music and songs by our leading 
Folk musicians. 
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